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| ORDINATION | SERMON, Ge. 


ACTS ii. 22, 
74 is of Nazareth, a man approved of God amon g/l you, by 


miracles and wonders and bus which God did by 155 In Fw 


_ midft of you. 


T is highly incumbent on . and more re eſpecially 
m0 who ate ſet for the defence of the goſpel, to be 
well acquainted with the evidences on which its divine truth 
and authority are founded, that ſo they may be ready to give 
a reaſon to thoſe who may aſk why they believe the ſcriptures 
to be the word of God and hope for ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt 


Son. And it is more neceſſary at the preſent ro. when de- 


ifm, which has overſpread all the nations of Europe, is rapid- 
ly making advances and gaining ground in this land. 

While ſome; by ſubſtituting a ſpurious goſpel in the room 
of the true, have changed its glory, or by the reveries of a 
blind, intemperate zeal, have expoſed it to ridicule ; others 
by their affected contempt of its profeſſors, miniſters and in- 
OO diſcover the enmity of their heart yn. religion 
tel 
Ihe beſt things may be abuſed to the worſt patpoſes. — 
Liberty of conſcience in matters of religion is the ing nr 
right of all moral beings who mult give an account of ther _. 
ſelves and their actions to God. This liberty is now allowed to 
GABLE denominations : and may it never, under any mY 
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text whatever, be infringed—at the ſame time we may expect 
that in the exerciſe of this liberty we ſhall before long ſee 
all the cavils and objections of deiſts againſt chriſtianity, 
which have been ſo often repeated in thoſe nations where in- 
fidelity and vice have almoſt baniſhed true religion and eradi« 
cated the moral ſenſe from the minds of men, and which have 
as often been confuted, advanced anew, and every mode of 
attack, which the ſubtilty of its ingenious enemies can invent, 


employed to ſap its foundation We may expect to be call- 


ed to go over the ſame gropnd which has already been diſ- 


puted with deiſts inch by inch, and from which they have 
been driven by fair argument—It may be expected that a 
free trade will occaſion a large importation of the corruptions 
and vices as well as the commodities of foreign nations; and 
it would not be ſurpriſing, if in a ſhort time, Tindal, Boling- 
broke, Hume and Voltaire ſhould have more profeſſed dil 
ciples in this land than Jeſus Chriſt. : 
Nou on this ſuppaſition, which is not improbable, ſhoul 
the chriſtian be able to give no better reaſon for his faith hut 
only that he has been taught to believe ſo from his infancy by 


. 


his parents and inſtructors ; or if miniſters ſhould not be 


well verſed in the arguments which may be urged to confute 
gainſayers, the moſt holy and divine religion, which is founded 
in the fulleſt evidence and capable of the moſt folid and ra- 
tional defence, would be expoſed to the ridicule and trrumpbs 
of its enemies, through the ignorance or weakneſs of its prox 
feſſed friends. ; FF 4 VV 

A diſcourſe en on the evidences of chriſtianity from 
the words of the text, I hope will be thought neither unſea- 
ſonable nor unſuitable to the preſent occaſion, when it is con- 


ſidered how neceſſary it is that miniſters ſhould have a full 


and undoubting perſuaſion of the divine truth and authority 
f the chriſtian religion, founded on its own evidence, to ani- 


mate them with a proper zeal ariſing from a clear conviction 
pk its unſpeakable importance, to promote its reception among 


gad te enable them to ſet its evidence before others in 

abner, that gainſayers may be ſilenced, if not con- 
lerer ſtrengthened in their faith and hope; 
Shexntbetnſclves mniay be unto God a ſweet ſavour of 


n that are ſaved and in them that periſh. _ 
T'! it 


+ 9 
: 7 - * 


It would be unpardonable vanity to imagine that I am 
capable of inſtructing my brethren on this ſubject, or offering 
any thing new. I have rather need to be taught of them. 

But I would hope from their candour to be indulged in 
repeating the things they already know, to ſtir up their pure 
minds, by way of remembrance. | | 

The real chriſtian, who has felt the transforming influence 
of the goſpel on his own heart, is ſecured againſt the attacks of 
ipfidelity by the witneſs to the truth in himſelf ;—He has 
ſeen the glory of divine wiſdom, juſtice, holineſs and mercy 


in the ſtupendous plan of redemption ; it appears to him a 
{cheme worthy of God. And is the wiſdom of God and the 


pawer of God ta his ſalvation. It hath delivered him from a 
{pirit of bondage, and eſtabliſned in his heart that ſacred 
peace of God which paſſeth knowledge. It hath ſubdued his 
worldly luſts and changed him into the divine likeneſs. And 
when together with this he takes into conſideration, the inter- 


nal characters of divinity impreſſed on the ſcriptures in the 
excellency of their doctrines, the purity of their precepts, the _ 


power of their motives, the impartial regard to truth in their 
narrations, and the admirable tendency of the whole to pro- 
mote the higheſt ends, the glory of God and the good of man- 
k1nd,' it produces a full conviction that a religion, the tenden- 
cy of which 1s to make men conformable to the nature of the 
deity, holy and happy, muſt be divine, and cannot, as its ene- 
mies would inſinuate, be à cunningly deviſed fable, 

But though this evidence, one would think might con- 


vince a fair unprejudiced mind that God is the author of our 


religion, yet we find it is not ſufficient to ſatisfy the man of 
mere reaſon. And it will be acknowledged that, greater 
evidence 1s juſtly required with regard to a thing that is un- 
uſual than for a common fact.“ Nor does God require us 


to receive any new revelation or admit the pretenſions of men 


to an extraordinary character without proportionable evidence 
to ſupport their credit and authority evidence Wich NI 


bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and ſuch as the nature of he , 


requires, to guard againit all poſſibility of « | Auſthit 
demonſtrate to our reaſon and ſenſes that t 
God, and that the meſſages they deliver 11 


-- 


commiſſioned 


i meite ate hs 
word. Agrecably it may be obſerved, :witngver! God ha 
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| evidences-of chriſtianity, with the endleſs cavils of deifts, — 

the ſatisfactory anſwers which have been given to them, would 

4 "for 2 the limits of a fingle diſcourſe, as well as my ability 
Ior the taſk, 


& 
commiſſioned anne petfons to make a new revelation, ahd 
deliver meſſages to men immediately from him, they have 
ever been attended with undeniable atteſtations of divine 
er to mifſion and character. They 


have been enabled to do fuch mighty works as no man N e 


do if God were not with him. 
Miratler and prophecy are the main extral eviclencts of | 
anne in their own nature ſo clear and irreſiſtible as ts 
leave thoſe who reject this divine religion equally inexcuſable, 
as the manifeſtation of an eternal power and godhead 1 in the 
works of creation, does thoſe who deny his being. 
It is demonſtration ſuch as in the moſt attach man- 
ner diſtinguiſhes the character of thoſe wha were lent to 
make this revelation from all tmpoſtors, ; 
To enter into a minute — of theſe t two 


All I propoſe is only to make cane obſereations in a general 


| way, ſhewing that this evidence is ſufficient to ſatisfy a fair 


and impartial mind, that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſon of God, the 
true Meſſiah, and that his goſpel is a revelation from heaven, 
This, it is apprehended, is agreeable to the purport of the 


text, in which, the apoſile Peter, in order to awaken in the 


unbelieving Jews a ſenſe of guilt,” appeals to their own con- 


ſciences, that Jeſus Chriſt whom they had crucified and flain, 


and whole goſpel they were violently oppoſing, was a man 
approved of God among them, as the . he had pro- 


miſed their fathers, like unto Moſes, by the miracles, wonders 


and ſigns which God did by him in the midſt of them, which 


words, by a uſual hebraiſm * by which a variety of things of 
the ſame kind are expreſſed by a great many ſynonimous 
terms, ſignify in general the nuraculous works which God 


did by Jetus Chriſt in the midſt of that people, and which 


were at the ſame time an accompliſhment of the ancient pre- 


75 5 ekions concermng him, and a public atteſtation of. heaven 
R W miſſion and character. ) 


Pin with muracles—A miracle, as diſtinguiſhed from 


_ all W Wh is a . unuſual diſplay of divine 
"Rn — 


* producing the elſect contrary to human experiener ant 
obſervation, and the eſtabhſhed laws of nature, to anſwer purpoſ- 
es worthy of his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs—either to give 
mankind a ſtriking proof of his juſtice, holineſs and ſovereign 
power, or to confirm the authority of thoſe who were ſent to 
make a revelati6n of his mind and will to men. 

In the common courſe of nature the divine power operates, 
and: produces events in an uniform manner, according to cer- 
tain eſtabliſhed laws, in a miracle the fame power 1s diſplay 
in an unuſual manner, contrary to thoſe laws—{(or, if you li 


Hume's definition of a miracle, it is, a violation of a law 


of: nature by a particular volition of the deity,” 

The deſign of miracles is not to prove the truth of the doc. 

trings taught in the ſcriptures in order to our receiving them 

as divine truths ; for if this were ſo, they would be _ 
neceſſary at all times, and in every place where the ſeri 
are — which would make them nothing different Rock 
the courſe of nature, for, as hath been obſerved, the events 
which take place in the courſe of nature, are effects of the 
ſame almighty power, and were they as unuſual, would firike 
the minds of men as powerfully with pie and conviction 
as mireles would. 

Therefore it would be needleſs to repeat fach exttaordind- 


Ty ſigns, and would by no means anſwer their deſign. If the 


evidence arifing from the concurring teſtimony of both friends 
and enemies — the facts related in the ſeriptures, together 
with their internal characters of divinity, and their viſible a- 
biding effects, are not ſufficient to convince men, they would 
not be perſuaded though one roſe from the-dead. Therefore 
we cannot ſuppoſe that an all-wiſe, all-perfe& being who ne- 
ver does any thing in vain, would deviate from the eſtabliſhed 
laws of nature; unleſs on ſome great occaſions, and to anſwer 
ends worthy of himſelf—cither to demonſtrate his infinite ſu- 
periority above all falſe gods, or to confirm the authority « of 
thoſe who were ſent to deliver meffages from him. 


This was the caſe with regard to the miracles 1 0 48 wy 
the ſcriptures. Thoſe wrought by Moſes were de 


«ſpecially to the Egyptians, a firiking dents? 10 0 
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miracles were wrought to give credit to a rt 


and to convince the Iſraelites, that Moſes was commiſſioned : 
from God to ſpeak to them in his name.—In like manner the 

miracles wrought by Jeſus Chriſt were deſigned not to prove the 
truth of his doctrine, which was true whether any miracles had 
been wrought or not, but to give undeniable evidence to the 


world that he was ſent of God, and that his doctrine was a reve» 


lation agreeable to the divine mirid and will, and ought to be 
received as ſuch with reverence and humility, and eonſequent- 
ly that thoſe who refuſe to receive it are left inexcuſable.— 
Agreeably he appeals to the works he did as a full and ſuffi- 
cient confirmation of his authority as a prophet and teacher 
ſent from God. If I bear witneſs of myſelf my witneſs is not 
true—Ye ſent unto John, and he bare witneſs unto the truth 
— But I have a greater witneſs than that of John: for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame 
works that I do bear witneſs of me that the F ather hath ſent - 
me. The works which he did were in their own nature ſuch 
extraordinary diſplays ef divine power as were fitted to rouze 
the attention of a careleſs world, and to force conviction on 


their minds, that he was ſent of God. 


And that his miracles were real facts cannot be doubted if 
it is conſidered, that had they been the tricks of an impoſtor 
we may be morally certain the eagle-eyed enemies of chriſti- 
ity would not have failed to detect the cheat, and unde 
ceive the world; but neither at that time, nor in the ages 
immediately facceeding, did they deny thoſe miracles to be 
facts They only attempted to account for them in ſome 


other way than by the power of God the unbelieving 
ing Jews by aſcribing them to Beelzebub, and the unbeliev- 


ing Gentiles to the power of magic; ; uy which they meant 
the ſame thing. 


But the ab furdity of this blaſphemous imputation ſerved 


only to ſtrengthen the cauſe of chriſtianity and expoſe the 


weakneſs and unreaſonableneſs of its enemies; F for as thoſe 


on the evident 
ency of which is to deſtroy the kingdom of Satan, no- 


* can be more inconſiſtent with the known character of 


enemy of all goodneſs, than to ſuppoſe that he would exert 
is Poet, 170 ſkroy his own intereſt, and to promote the cauſe 
5 for : as our Saviour anſwers the unbelieving Jews 
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With irreſiſtible force of reaſon, then would Satan be divided 
againſt himſelf. 5 * 
There could be no Karen or impoſition in the miracles of 


Chriſt, for they were of ſuch a nature, and o circumſtanced, 


that the fraud might caily have been deteSted and ther 
were not wanting thoſe who would greedily have ſeized the 


opportunity. Theſe things,” ſays the Apoſtle, © were net 


done in a corner, like the tricks of impoſtors, or the pretend- 


ed miracles of the Romiſh Church, but in the moſt public 
manner, in the open face of day, and in the preſence of thou- 
ſands of ſpectators, many of whom were inveterate enemies to 


Chriſt, and ſpies on his conduct Beſides, the effects were 


real and permanent, objects of ſenſe, which would bear the 
ſtricteſt examination. 5 3% 
If the ignorant and ſuperſtitious multitude were ready to 
believe theſe things the rather becauſe they appeared marvel- 
lous, yet this could not be the caſe with the great & learned, 


the rulers and rabbies among the Jews, and the philoſophers 


among the Gentiles —They almoſt univerſally rejected him as 
an impoſtor It was the boaſt of the Jews, which of the ru- 
lers have believed on him ?—They ſurely then could not be 
ſuſpected of giving credit to ſuperſtitious tales, or of being 
impoſed on by the tricks of an impoſtor, to miſtake fictions 
for realities, and yet they never denied the miracles of Chriſt 
to be facts They could certainly know the lame were re- 
ſtored to the uſe of their limbs, the blind to ſight, the ſick 


healed, and the dead raiſed to life They could certainly 
know whether Lazarus, who had been dead four days, was 


alive after he was ſaid to be raiſed from the dead. 

Such facts were as undeniable demonſtrations of the infinite 
power of God giving teſtimony to the divine miffion and 
Character of Jeſus and the truth of his religion, as the viſible 
things of creation are of the exiſtence of a God ; for if Jeſus 
had not been what he profeſſed to be, the ſon of God, but an 
impoſtor, as his enemies inſinuated, we may be ſure a God 


of truth and holineſs would not have ſet his ſeal to a lie—ſo 
that thoſe who reject chriſtianity may with equal reaſon dif. , 


| believe the being of a God. 3 
Ihe tranſition from deiſm to atheiſm is eaſy and 195 | 
85 


and the atheiſt can offer as good reaſons for deny ing the 
he 1 a5 gopd en for dene 
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10 
ence of a Deity; as the deiſt can for denying the ſcriptures to 
be the word of God, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son. | 

It is true, we have not been eye-witneſſes of the miracles - 
recorded in the New-Teſtament which were wrote to give 
credit to chriſtianity, yet we have all the evidence the nature 
of the caſe will admit or we can reaſonably defire, to ſatisfy 


a fair mind, equally as if we had ſeen them with our eyes— 


We have the higheſt degree of evidence, arifing from human 
teſtimony, which 1s that kind of evidence on which our be- 
lief and practice in almoſt all cafes is founded ;—1o that to diſ- 
believe the miracles wrought by Chriſt and his apoſtles, be- 
cauſe we have not ſeen them ourſelves, but have only the 
teſtimony of others to depend on, would lead us to diſbelieve 
and reject every thing of which we have not been witneſſes 


ourſelves.— On this principle we muſt diſbelieve the exiſt- 


ence of any other countries or nations befides thoſe we have 
ſeen, or that there have ever been any fuch characters, tranſ- 
actions and memorable events as are tranſmitted to us in the 
hiſtoric page——that any men ever have exiſted, or do now 


exiſt befides thoſe we have ſeen, becauſe this depends wholly 


on human teſtimony © ; 

On this principle, criminals muſt be acquitted, becauſe the 
only evidence on which they can be convicted is human teſti- 
mony ; but this, at firſt view, muſt appear abſurd and ridicu- 


lous, as it would at once put a ſtop to the courſe of juſtice, 


and to all tranſa&tions which depend on this kind of evidence 
and ſet open the flood gates of wickedneſs.” | : 

But if human teſtimony is allowed to be ſufficient evidence 
in common affairs, yet miracles being unuſual & extraordinary 
facts, require proportionate evidence to induce our be- 
lief. It is granted—and in ſuch caſes human teſtimony may 
be equal to demonſtration, when the purpoſes for which ſuch 
miracles were wrought are worthy of God, and the teſtimony 
on which our belief depends 1s attended with every mark of 
credibility that conld reaſonably be defired, which will apply 
with peculiar propriety to the miracles of Chrift, and correſ- 
pon& to the ſentiments of that maſter of reaſon, Mr. Locke, 


who ſays © Though common experience and the ordinary 


edurſe of things have juſtly a mighty influence on the minds 


e men, to make them give or refule credit to any thing pro- 
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poſed to their belief, yet there is one caſe wherein the ſtrange- 
neſs of the act leſſens not the aſſent given to a fair teſtimony 
given of it. For where ſuch ſupernatural events are ſuitable to 
ends aimed at by him who has the power to change the courſe 
of nature; there, under ſuch circumſtances, they may be the 
fitter to procure belief by how much the more they are con- 
trary to common obſervation. This is the proper caſe of 
miracles, which well atteſted, do not only find credit them- 
ſelves, but give it alſo to other truths which need ſuch a con- 
firmation. And ſurely it cannot be denied that the mira- 


cles of Chriſt are ſuitable to the ends aimed at by him who 


has the power to change the courſe of nature, and that the teſti- 
mony on which our belief of the facts depends is attended with 
every mark of credibility which could reaſonably be required. 
This will appear with fuller evidence if we take a brief view 
of the grand event which is the foundation of chriſtianity and 
of the faith and hope of all who believe in Chriſt, ks reſurrec- 
tion from the dead. For as the apoſtle reaſons, if Chriſt be 
not riſen then is our preaching vain, and your faith alſo is 
vain ; ye are yet in your fins—If he were not able to deliver 
himſelf from the power of death, he cannot deliver thoſe who 
truſt in him, nor reahze their hopes of eternal life which are 
founded on his power and merit. 
But if he is actually riſen, this is a demonſtration, that he is 
the ſon of God and able to deliver thoſe who truſt in him 
from the power of death—agreeably to which he himſelf ſuſ- 
pended the truth of his divine character on this as the laſt 
ſign he would give the unbelieving Jews. He conſtantly 
claimed the high character of the Son of God, and they as 
conſtantly denied it and after they had rejected all the ſu- 
pernatural evidence he had given them, the controverſy was 
put on this iſſue as the laſt ſign he would give that genera- 


tion, that he would riſe from the dead on the third day after 


his crucifixion. This was to determine whether he was the 
ſon of God—if he ſhould riſe as he had foretold, this would 
eſtabliſh his claim and decide the controverly— Aware of 
the conſequence, the Jews took every precaution in their pow- 
er to guard againſt the diſciples ſtealing bim away by night, 

and impoſing on the credulity of the multitude by pretend- 
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ing that he was riſen. To this end they ſecured the cpu Te 
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| door of the ſepulchre ? 


| Where the body was depoſited in the beſt manner poſſible, by 
ſealing the ſtone and ſetting a ſtrong guard at the only ave- 
nue to it Now we have a particular account given by all 


the four evangeliſts that Jeſus roſe on the third day as he had 
foretold, and of the extraordinary circumſtances which attend- 
I.,... EE py 
The queſtion then is whether their account is attended 
with fach that 
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reſurrection, and this was generally believed among the people, 


ſo weak and ridiculous that with every reaſonable man it muſt 
confirm, rather than invalidate, the teſtimony of the witnefles ; 
for how could the ſoldiers know, or be witneſſes of what paſ[- 
ed while, by their own concèſſion, they were aſleedp. 
Beſides ; is it not incredible to ſuppoſe that the whole 
guard were fallen into ſuch a profound ſleep that not one of 
them ſhould be awaked by the alarming circumſtances which 
attended the event, eſpecially as they were placed ſo near the 
And had it really been ſo that the diſciples ftole away the 
body by night, is it not incredible, that men upon ſuch a de- 
ſign, when they muſt know that immediate death muſt be 
their fate, in caſe of being detected by the guard, ſhould have 
proceeded with ſuch cool deliberation as to take off the linen 
clothes in which the body was wrapped, and lay them aſide 
oe 
3. There was a variety of witneſſes to the event the wo- 
men who came early to the ſepulchre, and to whom he firſt 
appeared. to ſeveral of the diſciples at different times to all 
of them when aſſembled together, and to five hundred bre- 
thren at one time. Now it is incredible that ſo many per- 
— r dem, 


13 
ſons, at ſuch Fiffetent times, could all be ſo much deceived as 


to miſtake the illuſions of fancy for a reality; or that they 


could not be certain whether the perſon they ſaw and repeat- 
edly converſed with was that fame Jeſus with whom they had 
Pick ſo intimately acquainted while he was alive. 

It may be added, 

That the apoſtles, the authoriſed Witnelles of this e grand 
fact, had all the qualifications which even the enemies & of 
chriſtianity themſelves make neceſſary to entitle their teſti⸗ 
mony to full faith and credit. 

I be number was not only ſufficient, but they were eye and 


car witneſſes of the things they atteſt. They had been the | 


conſtant attendants of the Lord Jeſus—had gone in and out 
with him while he was alive had been admitted to the inti- 
macies of friendſhip with him—had heard his diſcourſes, ſeen 
his miracles, and repeatedly ſeen and converſed with him after 
his reſurrection. And though it is true they were not men 
of learning, yet from their writings it appears they were men 
of good ſenſe and integrity, qualifications in witneſſes of far 
greater importance than learning to give credibility to their 
teſtimony.— Their narrations carry in them all the appear- 
ance of godly ſincerity— They appear like a number of plain, 


ſenſible, honeſt men giving their evidence in the fear of God 


without any art, diſguiſe or colouring. 

Had they been men of great learning and delivered their 
teſtimony in a laboured ſtile, and with a ſtudied eloquence; it 
might have created a ſuſpicion of ſome ſiniſter deſign, and 
undoubtedly would have been made a greater handle of againſt 
_ chriſtianity than their want of learning is now. 

It may farther be obſerved that ſo far were they from be- 
ing credulous, that they could not be brought to believe that 
Jeſus was actually riſen till they « were conſtrained by the 
teſtimony of all their ſenſes.” Nor could they juſtly be 
ſuſpected of ſelfiſh views in giving their teſtimony ; had they 
been encouraged to expect worldly riches, honour and power 
in the kingdom of Chritt, or had their ſcheme of religion been 
ſuited to the carnal notions and prejudices of the unbelievins 
Jews, their patience and perſeverance under their ſufferings 


might eaſily be accounted for—But whatever hopes of this 


kind they might entertain while their divine maſter was alive, 


it 15 evident they had no expectations of any worldly. advan- 


tages 
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tages by profeſſing themſelves his diſciples after his reſurrec- 
tion and the deſcent of the ſpirit on. the day of pentecoſt.— 
He had taught them that his kingdom was not of this world 
He had forbid them to ſeek great things for themſelves, 
and forewarned them to expect to ſuffer tribulation in this 
world for his ſake ; and experience ſoon verified the truth of 
his prediftions—they found that bonds and impriſonment a- 
waited them wherever they went, and that they were counted 

and treated as the filth of the world. LE 

All the powers of darkneſs were combined againſt them, 
and they were called to. ſacrifice their eaſe and reputation, 
and every worldly intereſt for the ſake of Chriſt : And in- 
deed what elſe could they expect from profeſſing themſelves 
the diſciples of one who made ſuch a contemptible figure in 
the eyes of the world, and who ſuffered an ignominious death 
on a crols ? | 

Now is it not reaſonable to conclude that their unſhaken 
conſtancy amidſt fuch diſcouragements, in bearing witnels to 
the reſurrection of Jeſus could proceed from nothing ſhort of 
the fulleſt conviction of the truth and importance of the fact 
they atteſted, 

To this may be added they were themſelves enabled to do 
many wonderful works in his name; and though they were 
deſtitute of all worldly advantages, and the religion they 
preached is oppolite to the reigning prejudices and vices of 
mankind, yet it was attended with ſuch ſurprizing ſucceſs 
that in a ſhort time it overturned the fabric of ſuperſtition, 
which was ſupported by all the civil powers of the earth, and 
turned multitudes from their idols to ſerve the living God, 
without the aid of carnal weapons. 

This evidence of the reſurrection of Jeſus, the grand fact 
on which chriſtianity depends, taken all together, as one juſt- 
ly obſerves, © forms ſuch a concatenation of proofs as is every 
way ſuitable to the importance of the fact, and which was 
never equalled in any other caſe. And to ſuppoſe all this 
evidence to have been given in atteſtation to a falſhood, in- 
volveth in it the moſt palpable abſurdities. It is to ſuppoſe, 
either that God would employ his own preſcience and power 
to give*teſtimony to an impoſtor, by a ſeries of the moſt illuſ⸗- 
trious prophecies and numerous uncontrouled miracles: or, 
that good beings, ſuperior to inan, would — in. 

| terpole 


16 | 
terpoſe for the ſame purpoſe, to countenance and derive credit 
to a perſon falſely pretending to be ſent from God, and feign- 
ing to act in his name: or that evil ſpirits would uſe all their 
arts and power to atteſt and confirm a religion, the manifeſt 
tendency of which was to deſtroy idolatry, ſuperſtition and 
vice, wherever it was fincerely believed and embraced, and to 
recover mankind to holineſs and happineſs ; which 1s a con- 
tradiction to their very nature and character. It is to ſuppoſe 
that a number of perſons would combine in atteſting falſehoods 
in favor of a perſon who they knew had deceived them, and 
bf a religion contrary to their moſt inveterate and favorite 
prejudices, and by which they had a proſpect of gaining no- 
thing but miſery, reproach, ſufferings and death; which is 
abſolutely contrary to all the principles and paſſions of the 
human nature: It is to ſuppoſe that perſons of the greateſt 
| ſimplicity and plainneſs would act the part of the vileſt im- 
poſtors: or that men that were ſo bad, ſo falſe and impious, 
as to be capable of carrying on a ſeries of the moſt ſolemn 
impoſitions in the name of God himſelf, would, at the haz- 
zard of all that is dear to men, and in manifeſt oppoſition to 
all their worldly intereſts, endeavour to bring over the nations 
to embrace a holy and ſelf-denying inſtitution : or, that if 
they were enthuſiaſts, who were carried away with the heat of 
their own diſtempered brains to imagine that for a ſeries of 
years together the moſt extraordinary facts were done before 
their eyes, though no ſuch things were done at all, and that 
they were themſelves enabled actually to perform the moſt 
wonderful works, in the moſt open and public manner, tho 
they performed no ſuch works; it is to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
mad enthuſiaſts, who were alſo mean and contemptible in 
their condition, and for the moſt part ignorant and illiterate, 
were not only capable of forming the nobleſt ſcheme of reli- 
gion that was ever publiſhed to mankind, but were able to 
overcome all the learning, wealth, power, eloquence of the 
world, all the bigottry and ſuperſtition of the nations, all the 
influence and artifices of the prieſts, all the power and autho- 
rity of the magiſtrates: That they did this by only alledging 
that they had a commiſſion in the name of a perſon who had 
been crucified, whom they affirmed, but without giving any 
proof of it, to have been riſen from the dead and to be exalt- 
ed as the Saviour and Lord of mankind. All this is ſuch a 
complication 
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Pripeiples that are aria e to the common ſenſe 
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are ſq determinate in deſcribing the events to which they re- 
fer, as plainly ſhews that he alone who ſees through all futurity 
was the author of them The prophets are fo circumſtantial 
in their deſcriptions, that it would rather ſeem as if they 


were giving the hiftory of things paſt than foretelling things 


to come, and yet many events were not only at a great diſ- 


| tance of time but in their own nature ſo contrary to human 
experience and obſervation, that there was not the leaſt pro- 
Hability, at the time, that they ever would come to pals. 


Who but an omniſcient being to whom the whole chain 


of caules and events are preſent 1 in one view from all eternity, 


could have foretold fo long before, that the poſterity of 
Abram ſhould be ſtrangers in a land that was not their's, and 


| ſhould ſerve them, and that they ſhould afflict them, and 


afterward they ſhould come out with great ſubſtance, and 
poſſeſs that land in which he was then a ſojourner? — That 
the poſterity of Iſhmae! by the bond woman, ſhould dwell in 
the preſence of his brethren, or be always ; a free people, which 
has been midſt literally verified, in a remarkable manner in 
the Arabians, his poſterity, who are almoſt the only nation 
on earth who in all ages have maintained their natural liberty 
in ſpite of all attempts to enſlave them ? How remarkable 
is the prediction of the captivity of the Jews in Babylon! The 
£6 the 
Sung; 
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King of Babylon. Cyrus, who was appointed to be the in- 
ſtrument of their deliverance, is mentioned by name near two 
hundred years before he was born ; and the manner in which 
he ſhould take Babylon, circumſtantially deſcribed—agreea- 
bly to which, after he had taken that ſtrong, and, in a human 
view, impregnable city, and executed the vengeance of hea- 
ven on her proud monarch, he publiſhed the edict for re- 
building Jeruſalem and the temple, and the returning of the 

ews to their own land—Nor is the prophecy of Daniel re- 
ſpecting Alexander, and the partition of his empire among his 
four ſucceſſors; leſs to the purpoſe. We can never (ſays the 
excellent Mr. Rollin) ſufficiently admire the ſtrong light with 
which the prophet penetrates the thick gloom of tuturity, at 
a time when there was not the leaſt appearance of all he fore- 
tells. With how much certainty and exactneſs, even amidſt 
the variety of thoſe revolutions, and a chaos of ſingular events, 
does he determine each particular circumſtance, and fix the 
number of the ſeveral ſucceſſors! How expreſſly has he point- 
ed out their nation, that was to be the Grecian ; deſcribed 
the countries they were to poſleſs ; meaſured the duration 
of their empires, and the extent of their power, infe- 
rior to that of Alexander ; in a word, with what hvely co- 
lours has he drawn the characters of thoſe princes, and ſpeci- 
ficd their alliances, treaties, treachery, marriages, and fuiccels | 

Can any one poſſibly aſcribe to chance, or human foreſight, ſo 
many circumſtantial predictions, which, at the time of their 
being denounced, were fo remote from probability; and may 
we not evidently diſcover in them the characters and traces of 
the divinity, to whom all ages are preſent in one view, and 
who alone determines at his will the fate of all the kingdoms 
and empires of the world?“ | 1 > 

Many of the predictions immediately relating to the Meſ- 
ſiah are as circumſtantial, as if they were a hiſtory of a paſt e- 
vent, though they were, many of them, given thouſands of 
Fears before his ihcarnation. ; | 

The particular tribe and family from which he ſhould de- 
icend—The ſigfis of the time when he ſhould appear The 
place of his nativity—Bethlehem—The manner of his birth 

he wonderful works he ſhould do to prove his divine miſſion 
and character.— The kind, manner and preciſe time of his 
death, at e Daniel's ſeventy prophetic weeks, 
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18 | . 
or four hundred and ninety years from the going forth of the 
forementioned commandment of Cyrus. 127 
I be perſon who ſhould betray him, one of his familiar 
friends The price for which he ſhould be betrayed ; thirty 
pieces of ſilver The uſe to which that money ſhould be ap- 
plied—to buy the potter's field. His reſurrection from the 
dead before he ſhould ſee corruption—His triumphant aſ- 
The effuſion of the ſpirit in miraculous gifts on his diſciples 
— The general ſpread of his religion in the world, and refor- 
mation from vice and idolatry without coercive meaſures. 
To this may be added the predictions given by Chriſt 
himſelf while he was alive, and by his ſpirit ſpeaking in his 
apoſtles, which have been fulfilled at different periods, in ſuch 
a circumſtantial manner and fo exactly correſponding to the 
predictions, as fully evinces that they muſt have been found- 
ed ina knowledge of futurity which ſurpaſſes the compre- 
henſion of any finite intelligence Such as the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, the temple, and Jewiſh polity by the Romans, and 
the tragical ſcenes attending that awful cataſtrophe — The 
diſperſion of the Jews over the face of the earth for rejecting 


Chriſt and his goſpel, and their retaining their diſtinct nation- 


al character *till the deliverer ſhould come out of Zion to 


turn away ungodlineſs from Jacob—Agreeably to that re- 


markable prediction reſpecting this event, I will make an end 
of all nations, &c.—The riſe, progreſs, and appearance of the 
antichriſtian power, and its gradual declenſion and final ruin. 
The ſtate of religion and of the chriſtian church at different 
periods of time under the emblem of the ſeven Afiatic 


churches— The events of time have hitherto anſwered to 


theſe and other predictions of the New Teſtament, as face 
anſwers to face in a glaſs, which is a ſtanding, additional 
confirmation of the truth of chriſtianity, as the apoſtle John 
ſays, the ſpirit of prophecy is the teſtimony of Jeſus —The 
ſpirit ſpeaking in theſe prophecies, bears witneſs to his divine 
character and the truth of his religion by their exact accom - 


pliſhment through every period of time. 


From what hath been ſaid the chriſtian may derive a ready 
anſwer to every one who aſks a reaſon of the hope that is in him. 
He may ſay, I am ſure the religion I profets is divine, be- 
cauſe it hath been made the wiſdom of God and the 2 — 


19 


God to my ſal vation becauſe its whole conſtitution appears 


conformable to the divine character and perfections; and the 
manifeſt tendency of all its doctrines, precepts, promiſes and 
threatnings is to promote holineſs; and becauſe God himſelf 
| hath given abundant atteſtations to its divine truth and au- 
thority by his omnifcience and infinite power, in the numer- 
ous predictions of events which could have been known to 
him alone, and which have been exactly accompliſhed in the 


different periods of time, and in the wonderful works done 


by Chriſt and his apoſtles ; ſuch as no man could have done 
it God had not been with him—and I am fure the witneſſes 
who were choſen to teſtify the grand fact, which is the foun- 
dation of my faith and hope, ie reſurrection of Feſus, could 
not be deceived themſelves, nor have any defign to deceive o- 
thers, and that a God of infinite holineſs would not have ena- 
bled them to do ſuch wonderful works, to confirm their teſti- 
mon, and derive credit to the religion they publiſhed, had they 
been falſe witneſſes In this fact I have the higheſt aſſurance 
of the final accompliſhment of all the exceeding great & pre- 
cious promiſes made to the heirs of ſalvation ] hope for eter- 
nal life through Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he is riſen and glorified, 
and hath promifed thoſe who believe in him ſhall be delivered 
from the power of death, and be glorified together with him 
On this fact, thus atteſted, my ich & hope ſtand ſecure, like. 
a houſe built on a rock, againſt all the aſſaults of ſin and hell. 


If Jeſus Chriſt was commiſſioned and ſent of God into the 


world to accompliſh the work of redemption, and to make 
that revelation of his mind and will to mankind which is con- 
tained in the New-Teſtament, and if in the truths he taught. 
and the ordnances he hath inſtituted in his Church, he ſpake 
and acted by authority derived immediately from God, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows that the miniſtry of the goſpel which he 
hath inſtituted in his church to ſubſerve the grand deſign of 
his mediatorial kingdom, is an ordinance of heaven, and that 
miniſters derive their authority to preach the word and diſ- 
"news the ſeals and cenſures of the new covenant from him, and 
ſo are in a peculiar ſenſe his ſervants and accountable to him 
for the management of the ſacred truſt committed to them. 
In this view, dear brother, animated with holy zeal, you 
Will feel yourſelf engaged to diligence and fidelity, in the du- 
ties of the miniſterial work among this beloved _ pre- 
CREED | ently 


L140 


- 
UW GENIE CONS 3 — 


ſently to be committed to your paſtoral care. Under a ſo⸗ 


ties e it! How ſolemn the account ! W. may the 


thought cauſe us to tremble. 


while ycu conſider the goſpel as an the 4 diſ- 
play of all the divine glories, and deſigned to raiſe men to 


the higheſt dignity and happineſs of which the human nature 

is capable, and the work of the miniſtry the moſt noble 

benevolent in which men or angels could be employed. 

It is enough my brother, to animate you to the moſt vi- 
© LR Rt GE, gorcus 
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orous efforts in this work, that he who hath called you to it, 

por ſaid, be thou faithful unto the death and I will give thee 
A crown of life. Let us not be weary nor fainf in our minds, 
for if we faint not we ſhall in due time reap.— We ſhall hear 
from the lips of our Lord and Judge that plaudit more to 
be defired than the applauſes of the univerſe, we/l done good 
and faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. The 
Lord grant that we may obtain mercy of the Lord to be 
faithful ſo as to be approved and accepted of him at that aw- 
ful and glorious day. 

Beloved brethren of this ancient chriſtian ſociety, we ſalute 
you much in the Lord, and rejoice with you, that when you 
had been left, by the deceaſe of your worthy excellent Paſtor, 
as ſheep without a ſhepherd, you have been led by the all- 
diſpoſing providence of God to the unanimous choice of a 
ſucceſſor, who we have every reaſon to think will approve 
himſelf to your conſciences in the fight of God a good miniſ- 


ter of Jeſus Chriſt, by diligence and fidelity in all the various 


duties of the ſacred office, and being an example of the be- 
levers, in word, in cony erfation, i in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity. 

You will therefore receive him with gratitude and j joy as a 
precious gift of the aſcended faviour, and do every thing in 


your power to encourage and animate him in the work in 


which he is engaged, not only by attending conſtantly on his 


miniſtry, but uniting your endeavors with his that the great, 


the important end of his miniſtry may be accompliſhed in the 
falvation of men, and the edification of the church of Chriſt 
in faith, love and holineſs While he miniſters to you ſpirit- 
_ val things, which are of infinite importance, you will not be 
backward to miniſter to him of your carnal things for his 
temporal ſubſiſtence, that he may have his time and labours 
to devote to the work of the muniſtry he has received of the 
Lord for your ſpiritual edification. 

While he comes to you in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the 


goſpel of Chriſt, you will be ready to ſay, from hearts filled | 


with gratitude to God, how beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things ! While he bears you on his heart at the throne 


of grace, you will ſtrive together with him in your prayers | 


{oat he may not run 1a vain, nor labor in vain, but that the 
word 
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4 word of the Lord may proſper in his hands, and accompliſh 

= the thing unto which it is appointed. While he exerciſes the 
diſcipline of Chrift in his church, you will not deſpiſe him 


! | that reproveth in the gate, but ſubmit to him in the Lord as "__ 
to one who knows that he muſtgive an account. 
5 Il) be greateſt encouragement of a miniſter who has religion 


at heart, is to ſee the viſible ſucceſs of the goſpel among thoſe 
to whom he miniſters; to ſee them forſaking their ſins, turn- 
ing to God and walking in the truth; in conformity to the 
character of God in Chriſt, and in obedience to his commands. 
The end of the goſpel diſpenſation is no further anſwered 
than as it produces theſe effects. Without this the higheſt 
profeſſion is a lye, and the moſt elevated joys a deluſion, for 
the deſign of all that Chriſt hath done and ſuffered, and the 
tendency and effect of his goſpel in all who receive it in the 
love of it, is to recover them from their apoſtate ſtate to a con- 


formity and obedience to thoſe two great commands, Love f 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as : 
„ thyſelf, which are the eſſential laws of his moral Kingdom 
5 It you are conformed by the grace of God to theſe commands, I 


you will guard againſt the exerciſe of that malignant cenſori- 
-ous diſpoſition towards thoſe who differ from you, which in all 
ages has been the reproach and ſcandal of our holy religion, 
and cultivate a ſpirit of peace and charity towards all who call 
upon the name of the Lord Jeſus, though they may differ 
from you in ſome ſpeculative opinions, or modes and fortns of 
worſhip which are not eſſential to religion, readily allowing ta 
them the ſame exerciie of private judgment in matters of re- 
hgion which you claim as your natural right, and charitably 
believing that they are conſcientious in thoſe things wherein ſ 
they differ. By thus cultivating a temper of peace and love, 
you will attain the neareſt reſemblance of that moſt benevolent 
being whoſe nature is love, and a meetneſs for the harmonious 
ſociety above, where all their ſongs are one, and a pure and 
perfect charity is the bond of an everlaſting friendſhip. ; 
Finally, if the character and miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt as the 
ſon of God and man, have been confirmed by ſuch figns 
and miracles as are undeniable proofs of divine almighty pow- 
er, this ſhews the heinous guilt, impiety and madaels of thoſe 
who reject his goſpel, and treat his inſtitutions with practical 
eontempt. By diſbelieving the record God hath given oh 
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ſon, though confirmed by ſuch public atteſtations, they make 
God a har ; by deſpifing thoſe who are authorized according 
to his inſtitution to preach the goſpel, they deſpiſe not man 
but God ; and by wilfully ſhutting their eyes againſt the clear 
convincing evidence which attends this revelation from heaven, 
they do what in them lies to fruſtrate the benevolent deſign 
of almighty grace, and are in the utmoſt danger of committing 
that fin which ſhall never be forgiven. This ought to be an 
alarming conſideration to thoſe who deny the miracles wrought 
by Jeſus Chriſt, and particularly by his apoſtles, after the gift 
of the ſpirit, in confirmation of chriſtianity, to be effects of the 
immediate power of God, and account for them by other cauſ- 
es; for it is to be obſerved, that it is of the unbelieving Jews, 
who aſcribed the miracles he wrought to ſatanical influence, 
that Jeſus Chriſt is ſpeaking, when he ſolemnly forewarns 
them that this blaſphemous imputation ſhould never have? for- 
giveneſs: Becauſe they ſaid, He hath a devil. This I think, 
15 the true, ſcripture idea of the unpardonable fin ; and the 
only fin that is unpardonable. 1. 
Not that the demerit of this fin exceeds the mercy of God, 

or the merits of the redeemer, but its being unpardonable a- 
_ riſes from the peculiar nature of the fin itſelf: For as thoſe 
who are guilty of this ſin, do wilfully, againit the cleareſt evi- 
dence could be given, reject the only remedy a merciful God 
hath provided, and revealed in the goſpel, for the recovery of 

a revolted world to his favor, through the mediation of his 
ſon, and the atonement in his blood, by this they exclude 
themſelves from the hope of mercy and forgiveneſs on the plan 
of grace revealed in the goſpel, and are left on the footing of 
the law of works, which demands ſinleſs obedience as the con- 
dition of a title to life. Such therefore cannct be profited by 
what Chriſt hath done any more than if he had not died. — 
To them there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgement. 

Ic were to be wiſhed that thoſe who conſider the chriſtian 
religion as a contrivance of human wiſdom to ſerve political 
purpoſes, and who treat the miracles recorded in the New Teſ- 
tament, which were wrought in atteſtation of the divine miſ- 
ſion and character of the author of this religion, with an air of 
ridicule, would ſeriouſly conſider their guilt and danger before 

the door of mercy & of hope ſhall be forever ſhut againſt * — 


If the unbelieving Jews would have had, comparativehy, nd 
fn, bad not Chriſt come and ſpoken to them, and done ſucli 
mighty works in the midſt of them, how aggravated, beyond 
expreſſion, is the guilt of unbelievers at the preſent day, by the 
full and clear revelation God hath made of his mind and will 
in the writings of the inſpired Apoſtles, and the additional con- 
firmation of chriſtianity in the accompliſhment of predictions 
thro' every ſucceeding period of time ſince And how dread- 
ful the condemnation which awaits ſuch at that great and ter- 
rible day of the Lord, when he ſhall be revealed from heaven 
in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know not God 
and obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt Let ſuch 

attend with fear and trembling to that alarming admonition 

of the apoſtle to the Hebrews. For if we fin wilfully, after we 
| have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more ſacrifice for ſin, but a certain fearful looking for of 
Jud. nent and If he that deſpiſed Moſes's law died with- 
out mercy, under two or three witnefles, of how much forer 
puniſhment ſuppoſe ye ſhall he be thought worthy; who hath 
trodden under foot the ſon of God, and hath counted the blood 
of the covenant, wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace? O, be perſuad- 
ed to kiſs the fon leſt he be angry, and ye periſh from the way, 
ſubmit to his goſpel & government before he ſhall come forth 
in his righteous vengeance to tear you to pieces, when there 
ſhall be none able to deliver you out of his hand ; for if he 
means as he ſpeaks, and will do as he hath ſpoken, all the curſes 
of his violated law, and the more dreadful condemnation of 
the goſpel, fhall be executed on thoſe, who by their carnal 
teaſonings ate endeavouring to ſap the foundation of chriſti- 
anity, or by their ungodly lives are violating its ſacred precepts, 
and expoſing it to open diſhonor, and who thall finally continue 
in their unbelief and impenitence. On the other hand, thoſe 
ho with their heart believe and obey the goſpel ; who love & 
fear God and hope in his mercy, may be equaily certain that all 
his promiſes, which in Chrift are yea and amen, ſhall be fulfill- 
ed to them in their utmoſt extent & meaning. That all things 
ſhall work together for their good, and that they fhall finally be 
delivered front the power of death, and from all evil, and in their 
com̃pleat perſons be glorified with their divine redeemer in 
the kingdom of God above, where there is fulneſs of joy forever- 
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